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SUB J : TUTANKHAMUN EXHIBITION 
REF: STATE 179024 (NOTAL) 

1 . CONTENTS REFTEL PASSED MINISTRY OF CULTURE. FIRST UNDER- 
SECRETARY FOUAD ORABI'S OFFICE INFORMED POST THAT FOLLOWING 
OFFICIALS PLAN VISIT U.S; MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE, 

ABDEL MONEIM EL-SAWI; DR. MOHAMED ABDEL KHADER, NEWLY APPOINTED 
DIRECTOR OF ANTIQUITIES ORGANIZATION; DR. ALI HASSAN, DIRECTOR. 

CAIRO MUSEUM; AND MISS WAFA EL-SADIK, ANTIQUITIES ORGANIZATION. 
INFORMATION NOT CLEAR WHETHER VISIT WOULD BE FOR PURPOSE DISCUSS- 
ING TUTANKHAMUN EXHIBITION AFFAIRS WITH METROPOLITAN OFFICIALS, 

OR COMBINED WITH VISIT TO EXHIBITION ITSELF. 

2. SUBSEQUENTLY, POST WAS INFORMED ON AUGUST 12 BY OFFICE OF 
METROPOLITAN'S CAIRO REPRESENTATIVE, WILLIAM HARRISON. THAT 
LENGTHY TELEX HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM METROPOLITAN FOR ABDEL KHADER. 
TELEX, FROM DANIEL HERRICK, VICE DIRECTOR FOR FINANCE AT 
METROPOLITAN, SOUGHT TO BRING ABDEL KHADER UP TO DATE ON SOME 
ASPECTS OF EXHIBITION. ATTENDANCE FIGURES GIVEN WERE 836,000 

IN WASHINGTON, AND APPROXIMATELY 1,300,000 IN CHICAGO. MESSAGE 
PROVIDED SOME FINANCIAL INFORMATION. SALES OF CATALOGUES, 
REPRODUCTIONS, JEWELRY DURING TIME EXHIBITION IN WASHINGTON 
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AMOUNTED TO DOLS 2.098,169. NET PROFITS (ON PRELIMINARY BASIS) 

ON DIRECT AND MAIL ORDER SALES THROUGH MARCH 31, AFTER DEDUCTING 
COSTS OF GOODS SOLD, INCLUDING STATRT-UP AND DEVELOPMENT, SELLING 
AND INDIRECT COSTS. AMOUNTED TO DOLS 613,732, WITH ANOTHER DOLS 
32,333 DUE FROM FRANKLIN MINT AND BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH-CLUB 
ROVALTIES. FUNDS BEING SET ASIDE IN SEPARATE INTEREST BEARING 
BANK ACCOUNT. TELEX INDICATED STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND PROFITS 
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BEING SENT AIRMAIL. 

3. TELEX EXPLICITLY STATED FUNDS BEING SET ASIDE WILL NOT 
INCLUDE DOLS 83,000 PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED BY THE EGYPTIAN 
ANTIQUITIES ORGANIZATION TO BE SPENT BY THE MMA TOWARD RESTORATION 
OF CAIRO MUSEUM. (SUCH EXPENDITURES CAUSE OF SOME MISUNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN MMA AND MINISTRY AND MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO DEMISE OF 
FORMER ANTIQUITIES DIRECTOR GAMAL MUKHTEAR.) 

4. TELEX STATES MMA HOPES HAVE OPPORTUNITY MEET ABDEL KHADER 
AND MINISTER OF CULTURE WHEN THEY COME TO US TO ATTEND OPENING 
OF EXHIBITION IN NEW ORLEANS. ALSO STATES HERRICK AND MR. 

DE MONTEBELLO WOULD LIKE COME TO CAIRO AT A MUTUALLY 
CONVENIENT DATE THIS FALL TO MAKE CERTAIN THERE IS A FULL 
UNDERSTANDING AND AGREEMENT REGARDING ALL ASPECTS OF MMA'S 
ROLE IN TUTANKHAMUN EXHIBITION. 

5. TELEX ALSO SAYS MMA HAD HEARD UNOFFICIALLY ABOUT 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXHIBITION IN SAN FRANCISCO AFTER SHOWING 
IN NEW YORK. STATES MMA DELIGHTED WITH NEWS THAT EXHIBITION 
HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED FOR LONGER PERIOD IN U.S. BUT MMA MUST 
RESPECTFULLY POINT OUT THAT THE NOVEMBER 1975 AGREEMENT WITH 
MMA SPECIFICALLY PROVIDES THAT THE EXHIBITION WILL NOT BE 
EXTENDED. TELEX FURTHER STATES, IN ABSENCE OF ANY COMMUNICATION 
FROM ANTIQUITIES ORGANIZATION, THE MMA IS ASSUMING THAT ITS 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE EXHIBITION WILL END UPON THE CLOSING OF 
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THE EXHIBITION AT THE MMA ON APRIL 15, 1979. MMA WILL. OF 
COURSE, BE WILLING TO ADVISE SAN FRANCISCO AS TO THE MANY ASPECTS 
OF TAKING ON THE RESPONSIBILITY OF SHIPPING, SECURITY, AND 
MERCHANDISING MATTERS INVOLVED IN A COMPLEX EXHIBITION OF THIS 
MAGNITUDE. 

6. HERRICK'S MESSAGE STATES THAT IN INTEREST OF MAKING CLEAR 
THAT MMA IS EAGER AND WILLING TO SHARE FREELY ALL INFORMATION 
ABOUT EXHIBITION, THE CONTENTS OF TELEX HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED 
WITH AMBASSADOR GHORBAL. 

7. HARRISON'S OFFICE DELAYED DELIVERING TELEX TO ABDEL KHADER 
UNTIL RECEIVING CONFIRMATION ON PROFITS FIGURES. MMA 

HAS VERIFIED THESE ARE AS STATED ABOVE. MMA ALSO STATED 
EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS TO VISIT U.S. AT INVITATION OF NEW ORLEANS 
MUSEUM. 

8. CULTURAL ATTACHE CANADIAN EMBASSY INFORMED POST CANADIAN 
AMBASSADOR HAD UNSATISFACTORY SESSION WITH MINISTRY OF CULTURE IN 
EFFORT TO ASSURE EXHIBITION WILL VISIT TWO CITIES IN CANADA. 

MINISTER APPAREMTLY GAVE ONLY VAGUE PROMISE THAT SOMETHING 
COULD BE WORKED OUT. IMPLYING WEST GERMAN SHOWINGS MIGHT BE 
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DELAYED ORDER MAKE TIME AVAILABLE FOR CANADA. UNDERSTAND WEST 
GERMANS HAVE TOLD MINISTRY EXHIBITION CANNOT BE DELAYED FURTHER, 

SINCE OPENING IN GERMANY HAD ALREADY BEEN DELAYED ONCE TO 
ACCOMMODATE CANADA. SINCE VISITS TO CANADA HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED 
SOME PUBLICITY IN CANADA, THERE IS AMPLE OPPORTUNITY FOR BAD 
FEELINGS ALL AROUND. CANADIAN CULTURAL ATTACHE WAS ASSURED 
THAT SAN FRANCISCO SHOWING WAS PURELY PRIVATE ENDEAVOR AND 
USG HAD NO ROLE IN ARRANGING IT. POST UNDERSTANDS CANADIAN 
AMBASSADOR CONSIDERING REQUESTING PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU WRITE 
PRESIDENT SADAT ON MATTER. 

EILTS 
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